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Create an
opportunity for
students to use
English in a fun
context

. Purchase

services from
EDUARTS to
help design a
suitable
language arts
curriculum for
S.2and S.3
students

. Hire tutors of

native speakers
from
EDUARTS to
conduct lessons
for S.2 and S.3
students

. Purchase

services from
external
companies to
provide
professional
development to
members of
English panel
to prepare them
for NSS
electives

1. learning English

with fun

2. Students’

abilities in
understanding
and appreciating
English
Language are
enhanced

08/2008
onwards

1072008
onwards

08/2008
onwards

Students’
evaluation
showed positive
feedback
towards lessons.

The application for the services
from EDUARTS was not
successful. Therefore, the
programme did not start.
However, a tailor-made
language arts curriculum was
designed for S2 and S3
accordingly to raise their
awareness of language arts.

Chan Kam
Lai

Chan Fu
Man
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Obijectives of this year:
to develop teaching and learning materials to prepare students and teachers for the NSS
to arouse students’ interest in reading and teaching students “learning to read”

to strengthen a fun English learning atmosphere
to devise different measures and develop core teaching materials to cater for different learning diversities
to develop a habit among students of submitting their assignments on time
to render stronger support to help teachers alleviate workload and strengthen professional development
to seek more collaboration with primary section to develop a through-train English language curriculum

1
2
3.
4.
5
6
7

=

Implcmenation of program

Sai Kung Sung Tsun Catholic School (Secondary Section)
Year End Report 2008 — 2009 English Department

module (Pop culture ) in S3 and
further enhancing the two
language arts modules (Drama &
Short stories) in S1 & S2

for the NSS

Date Target Task Objectives Achievement and Reflection
Whole year |S1-3 Restructuring the English to strengthen Supplementary booklets have designed to complement teaching for
curriculum  to adopt a task-based |students’ learning |S1 — S3. Task —based activities and exercises have been set up to
approach in student learning, motivation help students learn English in a more authentic situation. Some
teaching and curriculum planning teachers are still employing conventional teaching approaches.
From students’ feedback, more games and competitions are
preferred.
Whole year |S1-3 Introducing a new language arts  [to prepare students [Students are benefited from the programme. In S1, reading materials

have been integrated into the Drama curriculum. More Drama
techniques as well as English learning focuses have been included in
the curriculum. As for Short Stories inS2, students’ knowledge of
short stories and storytelling skills were also extended. Pop Culture
in S3 was relatively new. The topic of Sports was introduced in this
module in the first term while more elements related to songs and
poems were introduced in term 2. In 2009-2010, Drama will be
further developed in S1 while Short Stories will be integrated into
curriculum. No Language Arts lessons will be allocated to it. More
elements about Workplace Communications will be interweaved in
S3 curriculum to prepare students for NSS.
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Date Target Task Objectives Achievement and Reflection
Whole year |[S1-7 Assigning the second week of |to arouse students’ |Students’ performance has been improved. Almost all students were
each month as English Reading |interest in reading |reading either English magazine or books during the Reading
week Session. However, their interests and techniques still need
improvement. Most students still prefer Chinese books.
Whole year |S1-S7 Implementing monthly English |To build up Students from different levels were recruited as the MC of the
Morning Assembly students’ morning assembly
confidence in
using English and
to enrich English
environment
Whole year [S1-S5 promoting a morning reading (To develop Reading passages were selected and delivered to students on the first
programme and developing students' habit and |two days of during English Reading Read according to their levels.
appropriate reading passages |skills From teachers’ observations, students generally attempted the
and materials for structured comprehension tasks seriously. To further develop students’ reading
reading skills, 2 to 3 pieces of reading passages with comprehension tasks
will be given to all students on a weekly or biweekly basis.
Whole year |S1-7 Organizing different activities |to create a fun Students from both junior and senior levels visited the games booths
for students English learning  |during the English Days (both terms). They enjoyed the games very
English Days in Oct 08 and Mar  |atmosphere much. Primary students were also invited to come and enjoy some
09. (Oct 08: Collaborate with games organized by the NETs during lunch time. However, the
Visual Arts to help promote the limited space and the location of the English Corner were the main
events) constraints for further attract students to the English Corner.
The F.6 Drama was still one of the most popular activities as the S3
& S4 students enjoyed the programme a lot. Next year, there might
be an expansion and relocation of English Corner.
Whole year |All English |Organising monthly/bi-monthly  [to render Teachers were enthusiastic to acquire update information related to
teachers  |professional sharing on strengthen English teaching. However, due to the tight work schedule during the

Wednesdays

professional
development to
face the frequent
change in English
policies

term time, professional sharings could only be arranged in May and
June 2009. Most teachers found the sharing session useful for next

year planning. Attempt will be made to arrange at least one sharing
in term one and more sharings in term 2.
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2.

Other programs:

Date Target Task Objectives Achievement and Reflection

Whole year |S3-7 Splitting Oral classes |to prepare students for public It was generally good to have smaller oral classes, especially

exams / TSA S3. Students were given more individual care and guidance.

Whole year |Teachers & |Employing 1 TA -to help with the preparation of |-The TA assisted teachers with material preparation, oral

S1 remedial learning materials practice and after-class teaching.
classes -to offer extra help to S1 classes

Whole year |S1-7 Using English as the  |-to create an authentic Not very successful with most junior forms and weak classes
sole medium of English-rich environment in S4 & S5. To help students understand English better, the use
instruction classroom language has been commonly agreed upon to be

introduced in all class.

Whole year |S1 Instilling phonics into  [to increase students’ abilities in  [A phonics syllabus was introduced in S1 Oral lessons. It was
formal curriculum in recognizing the word-sound well received by the students. Students’ awareness was slightly
junior levels awareness so as to help them improved as shown in their daily practice and final oral

spell and read English examination. The curriculum will be further extended into S2
atmosphere next year.

Whole year |S3, S4 & S5 |Strengthening to boost students’ confidence in |Students were arranged to participate in group discussion
students’ techniques in [facing public exam practice during some reading sessions. Specific comments and
speaking examination feedback were made to improve students’ performance in

speaking. Both teachers and students found the practice
helpful and useful, thus, one more practice will be organized in
the first term. And S7 students will also be included in this
practice.

Whole year |S4 & S5 Centrally oragnised  |To relieve teachers’ workload  |All teachers involved found the arrangement helpful. Students
SBA assessments with |and educate students’ respect for |took the assessment more seriously and most of them prepared
the assistance of TA  |assessments well for it. The practice will continue next year.
and NETs

Whole year |S1-S3 Developing task-based [To help students learn and apply |Some teachers found this quite difficult at the beginning but

teachers assignments and English in more authentic they all agreed that was necessary as this is helpful for

assessments

context through their daily
assignments and assessment
papers

students to get more familiar with the public exam format.
Besides, they also agreed that it was important for students to
apply the language more meaningfully even when they were
having examinations.
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Program Cancelled

Date Target .
processed | Participants Task Objectives Reason
Whole year |S1 - S7 Organising to create a fun Not much has been done as there have been too many new teachers, including
regular English learning NET. Teachers have been busy adapting to the school context and were too
activities in the |atmosphere occupied with teaching.
English Corner
Whole year |S1 - S7 Implementing |to create a positive  [Only a simple booklet was produced for English Days as a rewarding scheme to
a stamp award (learning attitudes and|attract students to join English Days Activities. Teachers found it very hard to
system encourage students |develop a comprehensive system to award students in every aspect. A smaller scale
to participate in to award students’ participation of ECA English activities will be developed next
English activities year.

This has been a tremendous challenge to the whole English panel to prepare for NSS. The first term was definitely too hectic for the panel members.
Too much had been planned but energy and time was so limited. Now only should the teachers be taking care of the NSS, they all face the pressure
from teaching students of different stages of public examinations or assessments, e.g. HKCEE, HKAL, TSA & HKSDE.

We will still subscribe to the English magazines 'Typhoon' for S1 - 3 students and 'English Channel' for S4 - 7 students. We hope it can arouse
students' interest in reading and they will be well exposed to different genres of writing. To better utilize the materials and develop students’
techniques in reading, a Reading Journal has been designed for the junior levels. Although this was only a small steps, both teachers and students
found the journal quite easy to follow and it gave them a clearer ideas to read a book.

Although the limited space of the English Corner was a disadvantage to promote English environment, the lively promotion and fun games and
activities drew a large number of students’ attention. The presence of English Corner improved and students became more aware of and more
interested in the English learning activities. Larger scale of promotion will be made next year. To further develop students’ leadership, stronger
elements in leadership training, such as the skills of planning and leading activities will be emphasized.

In order to develop teaching and learning materials to meet students' needs and the new 3-3-4 curriculum, common lesson preparation meetings were
in place this year every Tuesday after school. Teachers usually took this opportunity to check teaching progress rather than developing teaching
materials or methodologies.
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